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hniANAPOM?, Nov. 20, 18f2.
Mr. HiNdiiAM Dear Sir: At the re-

cent meeting of the SviknI of Indiana.
twt resolution one to appnve the ac-
tion of the (ieneral A-embl- y in adopt-
ing Dr. Hreckenride! paper on tlm state
of ttie cotiiitry; the other, to ndopt a pa-

per on the suhject of slavery were
I)urinr the dlacu.s.-io- of these reste

lutions strong liint were expreed re--i

pectin disloyalty, anl the 1'rovost Mar-Mia- l-

In justice to the Urethren who ex-pivKs- cd

there hints, I cannot think they
really believctl what their wonls implied.
Ilefenice would iut thus W made to this
subject, wen it not that ince saitl meet-
ing of Synod, attempts have heen made
to falsify my statements. One gentle-ma- n,

whose ideas of lowilty are very
crude, has toM ine I - should have hern
arrested tor making such a traitorous
pjeech;" and an editor of a religious pa-
per who was not present at any time dur-
ing the discussion, in a letter from Wash-
ington city to his paper, makes the follow-
ing cunmtnt on mv remarks: His logic
rtihiunatt's in 4!iiMundiiir the principal
dogmas of one of the rrcat political par-
ties and of th church, and in anathrina-tNin- g

the other party." So far from hav-
ing a desire to "compound the principal
dogmas of one of the great political par-
ties and of the church." my desire is th:t
the church shall not soil its hlood-vahe- d

rarment hy contact with any political
party. Happy the day for our country,
and thrice happy the day for our heloved
church, when church courts demote their
energies exclusively to their appropriate
work.

Will vim. Mr. Kditor. be o kind as to
publish' the uempan ing remarks, so
that mv friends may know whether there
Im any justice in the charge, either of Iis- -
loyalty, or of coiiqiounding th- - principal j

dogma of one of t lie great political par-- j
ties and of the church. anl in anathema-- i
tiding the other party." ,

K es i net fully, yours. (

Daviu Sti: k.XsON. j

I

I full believe true allegiance to conn- - j

try ta be n religious dufv, and I recognize j

the right of the General AemMy to en- -

join n its ministers and churches, lawful
subjecti!! t the jxMv rs that b; but 1

am ci ust mined toopjM.se the jrojoscl
action of this ImhIv, for the foiliving rea- -

sons:
1st. The net ion of the Assembly in the

passage of the Hreckenridge resolu-- !

tmns, wa unnccsarv. it was not ;

neelel in th non-ece.l- cl State. I res--.

byterian in these States were sutlieiently
loyal. No such blast from the General
Assembly was needed to fan the tlame of
their patriotism. It wa not nveded.by
the churches in the seceded States it

could nt bring back one rvlnd ti his alle-gian- ce

umler the Federal Government.
It trealened the hands of every loyal citi-
zen in the South. It virtually cut off
from our communion all the Southern
churches. It frcl them cither to sOl- -
jrt themselves to MTonal danger, and
their properly t nitis4-atint- , or t

allegiance ti the General Asem-bl- y.

Some Kiy they hal alremly left u:
but by a torma'l act of the last AsM-mldy- ,

the alleged teim of the Siutheni church",
was lisregarvle.1, and the usual spa-- e h ft
for them on the minutes. The
Ilrcckcnridgc nxi!uti.iisrep-an.l- s them

Mill in conriccti..u Aith u. .It is p. 1H.

DA
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d the continue! notation of such
. ... .

question will drive lmni our communion
many of the churches in the border slave
States; nrnl if we loo them, as we have
Jost the Southern churches the time Is not
faP distant when the church North will be
swallowed Up by Abolition. -- m. Ur.
Hodge, in giving reason why the
church should not be divided, long nee
Kiid ilint lif den rem ted the senaration ot

. ' - - - - - -
4

the Old School Presbyterians in the
South, from their brethren in the North,

' . .
among other reason, because- the orth

.d...l il,.. Soiifb. since in the event of a
rpamtion, there is danger that the Xorth-- 5

ern church will feuccoinb to a fanatical
anti-slave- ry pirit, and victimize moderate

. 'I'll i.il rf.........-..!.- - .i-i- , i j f i.'t irn
Dr. Ilodjre i Ijcin rapidly lulfilh d.

2d. This action of the Assembly has

.eleutiou oMtosition to it .
hai already de- -

onvccl omc of our churches ot the able?t
t)M a' rs " l ,aors in our denom- -

ination. It has jriven our brethren .no
wen; infected with Abolition licrfSj li- -

CI.11K(. j,, preach Abolition"u-n- i. Some of
. . ' n. , , -

them think the luo--t cticctuat p la ii tor
. T- -. .... :. ... i. ...

KIMU Uie union, i i auwuu rti wm,
and forever. laverv m the Southern
State.--. Hince tiiey, repirdle. of all the
dangers and horrors of servile iii-urr- cc-

r--

tion, ulvtKate, by their prayers and scr--

moil, the immediate emancipation of the
iKirroe. The bl-e- l iro.-i-d ot our
bheil Savior inculcates the exercise of
lov to trie human tamiiv; but some of !

Xlirtheni hrcthl'CU seem t) folget, IlOt

only that (Jod has any people in the
South, but also that secessionists belong
to the human family. 1 have heard at
leat one professed follower of Jesus, an
Old School Presbyterian miniter, pray
in the public congregation for the "speedy
hanging of all traitors." How different
this from the spirit of Jesus, who, when
sulTerin the agonies of crucilixion, of-

ferei I up for his murderers the prayer,
- Father, forgive them, for they know noj
what thev do." Think von that God's
children, under the public ministrations
of such a preacher, can make advances in
the divine life? How deplorable the state
of pietv in our churches! Mav it not
tnilv be said of many of our ministers
and people "All seek" the negroes,

and nt the things which are .Jesus
Christ's."

öd. This action of the Assembly has
heen a great injury to the country. It
has sundered the last tie which bound to-

gether the North and the South. The
testimony of Union men in the border
slave States, and in the South, is that, so
long a our church took no action on this
question, they had hope of the country;
but this action took awav from them the
last hope they cherished for the re-uni- on

of States. The separation of our church-
es has been regarded bv the most eminent
statesmen, as the grctt est source of dan-

ger to our country. Permit me, in sup-

port of this opinion, to read an account
given by Dr. Hill, of an interview be-

tween him and Henrv Clav. Dr. Hill
was then editor of "The Presbyterian
Herald." of Louisville. He savs:

"Concerning the greatest source of
danger to the country. A few weeks pnor
to the death of Hon. Henrv Clav, when
he passed through our city on his way to
Washington, at the request of a Method-
ist minister from one of the Northern
States, who had never seen the peat
statesman, we called with him to see him.
He was quite feeble, and sjoke of his
death as a probable event within a few
months. He said that nothing but a deep !

and abiding conviction that the Lnton of
the States was in imminent peril, could
have induced him. in his state of health,
to leave the quiet of hi own home, and
go back to the Senat', the seat of so many
of his trules and ivat achieements.
'fh opinion na.s exprssel by one r
hoth of us, that the danger of disunion
was gratlv overestimated; that if it ever
came to the test, it would be found that
there were very few who would be mad
enough to ruh into disunion, cither North
or South. He shook his head ominously,
and replied: Gentlemen, if I have stud-

ied anything, it is the genius and spirit
of the American people, both in the North
ami in the South; and I tell you, there is
langer. There is a spirit rising up in
both section' of thi republic, which, if!
in it speetlily qnell'l, will bring alxuit a
severance of the Union of these States.
not into two, but into half a dozen little
petty republics, or despotism, as the cac j

Inav be. It was replied that on several j

former occa.tn. the North and the South
had been arrayed against each other in
bitler host il it v, but that the hostility had
died away, ami tin parties restored to
more than their former friendly relations, j

Ah! sail he. that irns U fori thf riff of
tuntrrn Alxh'tiiHiistH. Fanaticism cannot j

cautnJh'U ami especially nlifiou$ fa- - j

naficisjji. The churches of the country1
,, st,HHl toyetier, awl in their yreat m- -

tlmml assemblies they drew the bunl of
fniott and f brotherhixnl toytUier. AW;
most of than htre lvn rent iuunder, and
thnj are acting as dividers, rather than to ;

bind the country Said he, yentkmtn
you are both ministers of the yospel. and

tell you that this sundcriny of the refig- -

lt)u$ ttes tracn have tatherto bound our
pic toqeÜar, T consider the qreatest

source oj danger the country. It our
religious men cannot live togeüter in peace,
ichat can be expected of m politicians,
very few o f irbom profess to be governed
by the great principles of lore. If all the
churches livide on the subject of slavery,
then will be nothing, left to bind the jeo-j- h

together but trade and commerce.
That said he is a very jxiwerful Imntl.
I admit: but when the jieople of theel
States lM'"ine thoroughly altciuit-- frin
e:ich other, and get their aiioiLs arouetl,
ihev are nt aptt stop to inisi.lcr what
Ls ti their interest. It is ap?nt the in-- t

r'st of ImiiIi parti io every ctintest, to
g to war, but nations constantly do it,

iiotwiihstan.ling the fa't. It is against
the interest .f meivjn fight duel, but
they often !o it. wImmi tlwy know that
ruin. Uith to themselves and families,
stare theiu full in the face. So,' aid
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he, men will light, if tuey eonM-- r their
rights tmmjKded tqon, even if you show
them that ruin to themselves and families
will lo the probabl; result. lhslde, in
times of high jmrty excitement, the vio-
lent men on both sides get the control of
matters, and moderate men arc thrown
into the background, and their cotiucils go
anheeded. Fimling that the venerable
statesman had exhausted his strength in
talking, we aroe. to bid him adieu, as we
thought, for the last time Uon earth. He
shook the hands of both of u an! said,
If you pnachen will only lecp tfte

churches from running info excesses and
fanaticism, I think the politicians can con-

trol the masses. IJut,' added he, yours is
the hardest task, and ifyou do not perform
it, we will not be able to do our jxirt. That
I consider the greatest source of danger to
oar country

Here we have the opinion of one of
America's greatest statesmen .ind most
true jiatriots an opinion expressed when
the icy hand of death had already taken
hold of hirn when his dying eye was
fixed on God's judgment bar, when no
motive other than the well being of his
country could have influenced him that
the greatest source of danger to our coun-
try was the sundering of the religious
tie which hitherto bound our people to-

gether. Where was this modern Almli-tionis- m,

of which Mr. Clay speaks, born?
In New Kngland. Where was this; monster
nurtured? In the bosom of the New
Kugland churches. Yes; the jireaeher
of New England have been the nursing
fathers, and the churches the nursing
mothers, of Abolition fanaticism. What
ha it done? It has corriqted the church
and destroyed the country ! The professed
ministers of Jesus Christ, instead of
jireaching the gojel, have for years been
jircaching Abolit ionism. Instead of teach-
ing their jieojde the great lessons con-

tained in the scriptures, they have joi-son- ed

their minds with infidel and anti-Americ- an

doctrines. Instead of teaching
them to hate sin. they have taught them
to hate the constitution. It is mv firm

m

belief they have done a. much as the
most corrujit jolitieians, to jihmge our
country into its present calamities.

The three thousand and fifty New Kug-
land clergymen, not satisfied with their
occujia-tio- as jireachers, must needs form
themselves into a Congress-managin- g

committee. Some of them, not satisfied
with Jesus Christ as a Savior, must needs
have another, whose work shall be more
complete, in the person of John Urown, a
felon, whom they exalt to a dignity equal,
if not superior, to that ot the immaculate
Jesu. This sjiirit of Abolition fanaticism
has shown itself in all our religious de-

nominations. It divided the Haptist and
Methodist and New School Presbyterian
churches, North and South. It influenced
the Chicago clergymen to jntition Mr.
Lincoln in reference to the conduct of
state affairs. It influenced certain mem-

bers of the General Assembly at Philadel-
phia to telegnqdi to a member of Mr. Lin-

coln's cabinet asking advice respecting
the political influence of certain resolu-
tion on the state of the country, then
pending in the General Assembly. And
I ask von in all sincerity, if it be not the
sjirit which now influences the conduct of
many of our ministers and churches? Is
it not seen in the articles written by the
editors of our religious pajicrs? Slavery
is, in their estimation, the great ami only
sin of our nation the cause of all our
national troubles. And is it not the great
theme of discussion with most of , our
preachers? Wiiat reasonable hope can
we have of a re-uni- on of States, so long
as our pulpits resound with jvolitical and
sectional jirayers sud sermons? If the
members of the same denomination, who
hold the same faith who serve the same
master, and who profess to be influenced
bv the came, spirit, annot live together in
peace, what can bo expected from pol-
itician, "very few of whom jitess to
be governed by th? great principled of
love?"

1. As an ecclesiastical court, we have
no right to give authoritative decisions on
jMilitical questions. There are questions
which properly belong to civil courts, and
there are questions which properly belong
to church courts. There is a state gov-

ernment, ami there is a church govern
ment; they are lioth of Divine ajjoint-men- t,

but their jovers are totally distinct ;

they do not clash, for God is a God of
orlr, and nt a (mkI of confusion.

Kven under the Jewish Theocracy, the
distinction between the duties of the
church and the duties of the state was
distinctly drawn. Never was there a
time in the history of the world, so favor- -

tp

able for the amalgamation of church and
state, but God math exjress jirovision
against thi union. Hemade Moes. Law-gic- r.

anl he made Aaron, Priest. So
far from the church and state being united
umler the ThiMMTaey, the fact is, it was
the confounding of their jurjocs and in-

terests which brought nlmut the destruc-
tion of the nation. Saul once undertook
to discharge the duties of the priestly of-

fice, ami what w.s the consequence? The
scejtre departed from his house forever.
There is no authority in the Old Testa-
ment for the amalgamation of church
and state. Is there any such authority
in the New Testament? "To the law
and to the testimony, for if we 'speak
not according to thi word, it is because
there is no light" in us. What is the ex-

ample of Christ? Did he ever interfere
with tnc affair? The olitical dema-

gogues of Hi lay endeavorel t draw
Him into jolitical dicuion. One of
them asketl Him if it were lawful to pay
tribute to CVsar; am! what wa His rejdv?
M Mender unto Ca-sa- r the things which are
lesars, ainl to tiod the things that are
God's." Hut the Hible doctrine of ren-

dering to(Var the thing which are h:,
doe nt make a Ca-ar- . nor does it tell us
who Cesar is; it merely requires thai we
jay him those Ines which the constitution
;ul the laws declare to be hL. When
Christ was ujon the earth, the Holy Land
wa divided into several jrovinces, Herod
and Pihtto were, rival Kings; nie was
in Galilee, the other wa in Judeu. The

71
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political wire-worke- rs of that day often j

tried to have our Lord interfere in their i

quarrels. DI1 he interfere? Never; nor)
has He given Hi church any authority j

to iiHsddle with the jolitical quarrels of j

the jiresjmt day. If he ha, where shall
we find it? In the commission of the dis- -i

ciple? No! This U the commission He
gave ilis nimisteruig uiscque: - io ye
into all the world, and preach the gospel
to fvern creature." He dil not bid His
iliscijtles protest in the name of Al-

mighty Gol" against legislative enact
ments, as did the three thousand and fifty ;

New England clergymen. lie did not.
bid them petition for edicts and intrigue j

at courts, as did the Chicago reachcrs.j
No! He bid them jireach the gosjiel. j

He did not commission them as a u Con j

yress-JIatiagi-
ng Society" but as preachers j

of Hit yospel. He did not send them;
forth ns a "Public Opinion Manufacture
ing Suritty? so that the proper party i

might be kept in jiower no, sir. He t

sent them forth to proclaim the gosjtel of
the blessed Jesus, that men miglit be saved
from their sin. And what is the account
given in scrij.ture of their ecclesiastical
meeting? Is there the least intimation
that members of those bodies sent any
dispatch to civil officers asking their opin
ion respecting the passage of loyalty reso-- 1

lutionsr Did they njipomt standing com-
mittees to take council of Casar? No,
Sir, never! Can this be said of our mod-

ern ecclesiastical courts? It is the doe-trin- e

of the Old Testament, and of Cliri.--t
and his apostles, that Christ's kingdom i

a spiritual kingdom, having no alliance
with secular powers; and the constitution
of our church expressly declares that sy-

nods and councils are to handle or con
clude nothing but that which is ecelesias- - j

tical. Hut the General Assembly, pro-
fessing to be a court of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and also professing to derive au-

thority for all its acts from Him, and be-

ing confined by scripture to the exercise
of spiritual jiower, and being exjiressly
forbidden bv the constitution of our

ml

church to intermeddle with civil affairs,
has undertaken to decide a pmticnl ques-
tion. It must be remembered that the
action of the Assembly administers a re-

buke to our Southern brethren for the
course they have pursued in this war, and
it undertakes to decide for them their duty
as citizens. Many of these brethren be-

lieve they owe primary allegiance to their
States, whereas the action of the Assem-
bly assumes as a fact, that they owe.

lrimary allegiance lo the National Gov-

ernment. We may be fullv convinced
our Southern brethren are in error, but
this dM s not affect the question at issue,
for the question whether a citizen owes
primary allegiance to his State or lo the
National Government is a political ques-
tion whicb cannot be settled by an ajpeal
to the scriptures, by which the ncthorita-ti- e

teaching of church courts "ale limited.
Hut the General Assembly has given an
authoritative decision of this question.
In doing this, it has violated the constitu-
tion of the church, which expressly de-

clares ' Svnods and councils are to ban-di- e

and conclude nothing but that which
is ecclesiastical, and are not to intermeddle
with civil affairs which concern the com-

monwealth."
Again The South say they are en-

gaged in a glorious revolution, and are
contending for their sacred rights. We
of the North say they are engaged in a
rebellion fighting against the most be-

nign government under heaven. The
brethren South are as sincere in their be-

lief, a we are in ours. Who shall decide
the controversy between us? In all our
authoritative decisions as a church court,
we are limited bv the teachings of the.
scriptures. Hut where do the scriptures
jioint out the distinction between a revo-
lution and a rebellion?

Tin brethren Sotith bcliev they are
lighting for their homes, for their families.
and for their inalienable rights. We if
the North believe they are waging war
against th best governm'nt on earth.
Where has Christ Jesus given his church
any authority to decide this question?

hen he was upon the earth, two breth-
ren quarreled about the division of their
inheritance. One of them entreated
Christ's interference, and what was his
rejdy? " Man, who made me a judge or
a divider over you?" If He were now
upon the earth, and an ajpeal made to
Him for the settlement of our present
difficulties. wuld he assume the tfice of
a judge respecting the rights of the North
and of the South? Is it not more likely
his reply would be. - My kingdom is not
of this world; if my kingdom were of
thi world, then would mv servants fight."
The brethren South are honest and sin-

cere in th belief that this war. on their
jiart, is justifiable. We of the North,
with equal honesty ami sincerity, contend
that they an engaged in a most unjusti-
fiable war. Hut where has Christ Jesus
given u anv authority for the decision of
such questions? Will these brethren be
so kind a to give us the chajttcr and
verse? The Assembly, in this action,
traveleil out of the record; and if we were
not deaf, we might hear the Great Head
of the church saying to us in tones of re- -j

proof, Who hath required this at your
hands? In vain re teach for doctrines j

the commandments of men."
I object to this action, because of its

unchristian spirit. It declares it to be
" the duty of the National Government
to preserve, at whatever cost, the National i

I. moil and Constitution, and to crush
force by force." Hal this leclaration
came from an assemblage of gentlemen
who had met together as citizens, to con
sult in reference ft national affair, it
might l unobjectionable; but surely a
church court, jimfessing to act in the name ;

ami bv the authority ot the Ionl Jesu
Christ, i not called ujkjii to lecide the
value f the National Union nnd Consti-
tution, and i it not evidence of an un-

christian sjiirit for such a court to declare
that force sho-d-d I crushed by force
AVhere docs' church court get authority
for acting a, military dictators ? In this
war the North lias already spent n thou-
sand millions of dollar, and !ed over u
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quarter of n million of lives. Throughout
our whole land, from the lakes to the
Gulf, and from the Atlantic to the Pacific
Oceans, are now heard nothing but la-

mentation and weeping, and great mourn-
ing." I'achels weejiing for their children,
and will not be comforted, because thev

a?

are not; and vet the General Assembly,
iqieaking iu the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ, declares it to be the duty of the
National Government to continue this
destruction, if necessary, until all innocent
women and children at the South, and all
men at the North who are able to bear
arm, are slaughtereiL, for the Union must
be jireservcd at whatever cost. Is there
not ntoni for harlioriiig a doubt whether
the blessed Jesus the Prince of Peace
who told Peter to put uj his sword when
he had lrawn it lor the defense of his
Divine Master, approve of this action?

I object to the jmper on slavery, be-

cause we have no authority, as a court of
the Lord Jesus Christ, to jirescribe lo cit-

izens what they ought to urge the Na-

tional Government either to do or to leave
undone. This jajer declares it to be the
imjierativc duty of the citizens of the na-

tion to urge ujion the National Govern-
ment the exertion of the whole power
with which it is legitimately invested,
whether under military law or otherwise,
to witlulraw the nation from all eonqdicity
with slaven." There are several joints
involved in the discussion of this ques-
tion:

1st. Do the scrijtures teach that the
holding of slaves, without regard to cir--u

instances, is a sin?" The General As-

sembly of 18 b), in reply to this very ques-
tion, said: "It is imjssiblc to answer
this question in the allirmative, without
contradicting some of the. plainest declara-
tions of the word of God. That slavery
existed in the thus of Christ and his
ajiostles, is an admitted fact. That they
did not denounce the relation itself as sin-
ful as inconsistent with Christianity ; that
slaveholders were admitted to member-
ship in the churches organized by the
ajiostles; that whilst they were required
to treat their slaves with kindness, and
a rational, accountable, immortal beings,
and, if Christians, as brethren in the L"rd,
they were not commanded to emancijiate
them; that slaves were requiretl to be
obedient to their masters according to the
flesh, with fear and trembling, with sin-ghni-

'ss

of heart as unto Chrisl, are fads
which meet the eye of every reader of the
New Testament. This Assembly cannot,
therefore, denounce the holding of slave
as necessarily a heinous and scandalous
sin, calculated to bring upon the churcli
the curse of God, without charging the
ajiostles of Christ with conniving at sin,
introducing into the church such sinners,
and thus bringing ujon them the curse of
the Almighty." And in reply lo the
question whether slaveholding should be
liiade a bar to Christian communion, the
same Assembly gave the following ans-

wer :

Resolved, That the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church in the United
States was originally organized, and has
since continued the bond of union in the
church, upon the coiicded jrineijde that
the existence of domestic slavery under
the circumstances iu which it is found in
the Southern jxirtion of the country, is
no bar to Christian communion."

If the holding of slaves without regard
to circumstances was not a sin in 18 lö,
how can it be a sin in 1602? And if mit
sinful, wherein consists the juojiriety of
urging the National Government to with-

draw the nation from all complicity with
it?

The same Assembly declared that since
Christ and his insjiircd ajiostles did not
attempt to remove slavery from the
church bv legislation, we have no au-thor- ity

to legislate on the subject. If
Christ and his insjiircd ajiostles did not
attempt to remove slavery from the
church bv legislation, what right has this

'aj

Synod to ' legislate on its removal,
" whether bv military law or otherwise,
from the state?

It is 'ontendcd that slavery is a moral
question, ;uid therefore it is a projier sub-

ject for church legislation. I admit that
slavery has various njects and relations,
purely or mainly moral, concerning which
church courts may legislate. As for ex-amji- le,

it is comjietent for them to give di-

rection to their member. rc.-jiecti- ng the
duty of masters ami slaves. Tin church
has jurisdiction over the moral conduct of
its members in their treatment of slave.
The jiajier before us proposes to legislate,
uot on the moral asjiect of this questijn,
but ujion its civil or political relations,
over which church courts have no control
whatever. It contains no instruction re-sjiect- ing

the relative luties of mater
ami slaves, but it proposes "to urge ujMn
the National Government the exertion of
the whole power with which it is legiti-

mately invested, whether umler military
law or otherwise to witlulraw the nation
from all comjdicity with, and supjiori of
slavery. It is not a moral, but a temi-militar- y,

and semi-politic- al deliverance.

In 184G a letter was received by our
General Assembly from the General As-

sembly of the Presbyterian church of
Ireland, on the subject of slavery. In re-

ply to said letter by our General Assem-

bly, the following passage CKcurs: aThe
relations of Negro slavery as it exists in
the States that tolerate it, are two-fol- d.

Chiefly, it i an institution purely ciriY,

depending absolutely ujon the will of the
civil Mjwer in the States resjeciively
in which it exists. Secondarily, it has
various aspects and relations, jiurcly or
mainly moral, in regard to which the sv-er- al

States jiermit a greater or less degree
of intervention. Touching the former
aject of the subject, this General As-

sembly has no sort of poicer, any more
than we should have if we met in Great
llritain. over the institutions of hereditary
monarchy, or aristocracy, or a thousand
other thing which, as republican, we
unanimously comleinn, but which vou, as
loval subjects. caudilly ajijirove." In the
same letter, the Assembly declares: It is
the particular niUiou of the church to
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give the blessed gospel, and not free insti-
tutions, to tiie human race.1

" Sir, we must adjourn this Synod, and
resolve ourselves intö an Abolition So-

ciety, before we can pass the pajier be-

fore us.
2. Has the National Government any

power to interfere with slavery in the
Southern States? Iu the official letter ot
instructions from Mr. Seward, Secretary
of State, to Mr. Dayton, our Minister to
France, dated April 22. 1861, Mr. Sew-
ard says in reference to the rebellion:

"The condition of slavery in the several
States will remain just the same, whether
it succeed or fail. The rights of the
States, and the condition of every human
being in them, will remain subject to ex-

actly tbe same laws and form of adminis-
tration, whether the revolution shall suc-
ceed or whether it shall fail. Their con-
stitutions and laws, customs, habits and in-

stitutions, in either case, will remain the
same. It is hardly necessary to add to
this incontcstible statement "the further
fact that the new President, as well ns
the citizens through whose sutFrages. he
came into the administration, has always
rejmdiated all design, whatever ami
wherever imputed to him and them, of
disturbing the svstem of slavery as it is
existing under the Constitution and laws.
The case, however, would not be fi'.Hv
presented if I were to omit to say that
any such elfort on his jart would be. un-

constitutional, and all his actions in that
direction would be prevented by the ju-
dicial authority, even though they weie
assented ti by Congivss ami the M?ojile.

Let it be remembered now that these
are not Mr. Seward's wonls. but the Presi-
dent's. Air. Seward says to Mr. Dayton,
on page ll7 of this locument, that lie
writes him this letter bv direction of the
President."

Here we have the declaration of the
President that whether the rebellion suc-
ceeds or fails, he could not constitutionally
interfere with slavery, and that even if
Congress and the people should jiermit
him so to do, he would be prevented by
the judicial authority.

Congress three weeks before the mail-ur- a

tion if President Lincoln, adopted the
following resolution:

" Resolved. That neither the Federal
Government, nor the people or govern- -'

ments of non-shm-holdi- ng Slates, have a
purjKiM or a constitutional right to legis-
late ujion, or interfere with slavery in any
of the Stab's of the Union."

Ami the judicial authorities of the
country have given similar decisions.

And now. Sir. Ia?k whether thi Synod
would not be guilty of the crime of dis-

loyalty, if it sliouM, in the name of the
Lord Jesu Christ, declare that it is the
imperative duty of the citizens of the na-

tion to urge the National Government"
to do that which the executive, the legis-
lative ami judicial authority of the nation
has declare! to be unconstitutional?

'). The Synod, in dictating to the citi-
zens of tin- - nation their luty as citizens,
manifests a spirit of religion despotism.
The jurisdiction of the church extends
only over those who have voluntarily
jlaeel themselves within her pale. May
the church dictate even to her own memlxr.
their duty as citizens f Her jurisdiction
extends only to their religious faith and
tnoral conduct. She may not presume to
teach them polities, fir to control their
votes. If her jurisdiction over her own
mendters be thus limited, what authority
ha she to dictate to the citizens of the
nation the jioliev they should urge the
government to adojit in the management
of national affairs? Sir, there is a princi-
ple involved in thi pajir subversive not
only of the constitution, but also of tie
civil and religious liberties of citizens.

We have been told in this discussion
that it i- - the duty of the church to declare
the will of God to the state, and that the
state is bound at its peril to hear and
obey the church. If so. who shall decide
what church the state is lound to hear
ami obey? The Jewish or the Christian?
If Christian, shall it be the Protestant or
the Hornau Catholic? If Protetant, what
denomination? Do our constitution and
laws recognize anv form of religion, or
any denomination of Christians in jirefcr-enc- e

to others? Sujijiose the National
Government should hear and obey the
voice of the Presbyterian church of the i

Synod of Indiana, as expressed m this
pajier. may we not jiroeeed as Presbyteri-
an to letine to the state every part of
divine revelation, and urge the citizens of
the nation to demand that the National
Government exert the whole power with
which it is invested, "whether by military
law or .otherwise," for the enforcement of
every religious obligation, even to the
form and ceremonies of worshij?

4. The pajier before u take it for
granted the National Government has a
right under military law to altolish slave-

ry." Doe the constitution invest the
President with any such authority? Says
a writer in the Nevburyiort Ib rald, who
voted tbr Mr. Lincoln:

" In subduing rebellion of which this
is the most infamous the world ever saw
we can go as far as the constitution allows,
and there we must stop. Wc know it is
becoming common in this day for persons

mmtm t

to say, Y e will exercie certain powers,
constitution or no constitution;" but that
this is the doctrine of revolutionists of
the Robespierre' and Murats, who in
ninety dar of administration would
jilunge this peojde into all the horrors of j

the French revolution, when no man's life j

would be safe, and all property wouM lie
.it.won nies.

"Mr. Lincoln is not of this class, he and
his Cabinet and the Congress derive I heir
jiowers from the constitution, and to that
thev must adhere or min comes to alh
Hv that instrument Abraham Lincoln is j

President at Washington; leyonl and
without it he i simjdy A. Lincoln, of Illi-

nois, and has no mjr rights or jowers
than has Sam Jones of Seabrook. If that
constitution give him the iwerto eman-
cipate slaves within the States, and against
the will of the loyal peojde thereof for
the loyal jieojde are the State then he
can do it; if not, then the State or the

people have rcuined thfel rfoht to thea
ekes, and bo hz& co csre poorer to dzcl

with tbo a titer ihsu we bare vrüb it
Epccb b tic Ttala cf tia Jfc Ycri

czz ec hli tuthority, irhicli tra 3 1
let him t& tb Sutct ; or ifth cxiits i cr ,
grtAt &s no: to viait et" dthy, let bin tl '

least do as xnocb m did Eouis Ncpclocru
when be would prolesj bis tern ci cCev
appeal to tbe people. Let bba hear wbal
the bordf r States will My what thf rrrat
Northwest will say what every State
wct of the Hudson river will sv:ave.
ami what New England cv-n- . will say.

"Hut we have the right in the war pow- -
er, they tell u. War power! War power!
What is that? Will somebody please de--,

fine it? Does anybody pretend to say,
that Ix-cau- the nation may be engaged
in war therefore the President is endowed,
with absolute authority? that he may
say the public good and the national wel-
fare demand this or that, and go and do
it, of his own will? Why, the Autocrat
of Russia lias no more jower, and Nero
in his blotliet days, never dared exercise
m much. Why, what due this ower
this war power enable the Government
to do? to take yur property and mine,
when we are loyal citizen? If not. then
it cannot take the property jf any South-
ern man who may be a lov al citizen. Will
it justify the instigation of the servant
about yur boue or mine to burn the
house over our heads and our Inlaut chil-
dren and defenselo women iu them?
Then it will not admit of such crimes in
Virginia and Tennessee. How sträng?
that people should ever lie o carried away
os to believe that we have endowed r.ny
one or any number of men, w hen w e may
be unarmed and peaceful, wishing well to
our country, to seize our property, or (a-scr-

s,

or pen-sjus- , and to send us to the dun-gv'- ji

or the Mock, without any jirocess of
law! This is what is claltued by the al-voca- tcf

of emaneijiation under the war
jiovver. Hut ihU is sheer noncnc ; tuul
it is nothing but the madness of the hir
that beget or tolerates such nn idea,"

I have lMen chargel tm this floor with
disloyalty! How bus thi charge lccn
sustained? In quite a novel method. It
ha been maintained that a Mr. Lincoln
has leeii constitutionally clectd PresWlcnt,
he has been placed at the head of thi na-

tion by God. an! that ojpoition to any of
Mr. Lincoln's official act, is dMoyaltv.
.Sir, 1 frankly confess that I am opjwed
to some of the ctfieial acts of Mr. Lincoln,
but the charge of disloyalty I rejiel. Such

charge is an insult to my heart, a well
as to my head. My idea of loyalty U,
fidelity to the constitution, and oliedienee
to the laws of our country. The gentle-
man who charges me with disbiyaltv. evi-dent- ly

thinks Mr. Lincoln is the got em-
inent. The government i high above Mr.
Lincoln as Heav u is alwjve the earth.
It i the produvt of the glorious lTort
of the prayers of the faith of the tears
and of the blood of the revolutionary lath-
ers. It is the ark of our olitical covenant:
it is the result of the wist? dciibcnitirt4 of
men who possessed the clearest minds nnd
best hearts with which mortals have ever
lieen favored. Mr. Lincoln the govern-
ment! The very idea is absurd. Are
these ruling Elders the Presbyterian
church of Indiana? Neither is Mr. Lin-
coln the government of the United State.
These Elders are but the representatives,
the of the chuixhes. Mr. Lin-
coln i but the temjiorAry servant of the
government. Is it not possible that these
Elder may, in their oilicial acts, violate
the constitution of the church? So may
Mr. Lincoln violate the constitution of the
country. Have we any authority from
the Iinl Jesus Christ to issue a bull"
to the. churches forbidding them to criticise
the official acts of their rejircscntativcs?
And shall American who dare criticise
the otficial acts of Mr. Lincoln be

by a vbull" issu-- l by any cron.
though he occupy the executive chair?
Hut we are told ojwsition to the otficial
acts of Mr. Lincoln is disloyalty. Let us
U'A this theory: If is a fact known to the
country that a U. S. Senator received a
Ikhiiis of fifty thousand dollars for a gor-crnmen- tal

contract; it i also known to
the country that, lnrnuse of the public in-

dignation against the person who stoje
by the wholesab from the government.
an act was passed o:i the 2d day of May
last for thir punishnvnt ; but another fact
is alo known; just fifteen day after the
passage of this act, the jarty in power
passed another act, which rt-a- thu: " He
it enacted, that the ojrntioo f an n;t en-

titled an act to pmvid and punM' fraud
on the jart f otfiecr entrüste! with mak-
ing contract for the government, appro. cd
June 21, ltSf2, be, and the ame is here-
by su-jend- ed until the tint Monday of
January, 18C3." I it possible Mr. Lin-
coln approved such an act? Yes! he
signcil it the very day of its passage!

Aconling to the theorr advocated on
this floor, we mut approve this act, or be
disloyal. Writers in our religious papers
favor the game ilea of loyalty, a appear
from the following extract, taken from a
paper edited by one of our own minis-
ters;.

"Show your color, now, by Handing by
the authority of th government and eter-n-al

right. Let " precedent " V considered
of secondary imjiortance; let the constitu-
tion itself, as you interpret it inertly, be mc-ondar- v.

Whatever the authorities con-id- er

"con-tiiutiona- l" should nt only be
assented to by every good citizen, but
hhould In unstained by hi wonls and actn
and influence. If he cannot do thcue
things conscientiously, let him be mute as
a moose, under the " violent presumptiou"
that he is a fool, arid lias no better teose.
For a enaible man will always ditSdentlr
mistrust the correctness of any opinion of
hü own. when he teet it opposed to that
of men of higher abilhit!."

That i if you condemn tbs Senator
who fttole fifty thousand dollars, and dis-

approve of the act of Mr. Lincoln in
signing an indulg-nce- " to all govern-
mental thieve until the iirst Monday of
January, 13. the Stat- - Marshsl may
cat you into prison. It is conttitutionhl
to do so. and vour neighbors must assent
to the act, and sustain it by their words
and acts and influence. Ifyour conscience
dje not apjirove of nil this, you must be
jntvof ax a mouse, under the violent pre-sumpti- on

that you arc fol, and Mart ho
Utter sense! U it not time. Sir, that
Americana boull enquire whither tich
religious teaching tend? If the fountain
be jiollutcd, can the streams be pure?

Hut it is argued the constitution was
made for a time of cace, ami nt for a
time of war, and that in dealing with re-

bels he coit'titutiou nhould be dircard- -


